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Carmen Sandiego travels to Jakarta, Indonesia to stop the
Villains’ International League of Evil (VILE) from releasing a
biochemical weapon onto the country’s rice paddies. If VILE
succeeds, they will destroy the entire country’s main crop and
force the citizens to buy VILE’s products. But with the help of her
team and some camouflaged weapons, Carmen is sure to defeat
the VILE operatives and save Jakarta from a horrible fate.
This graphic novel is based on the popular Netflix series. The
novel and the show include a variety of diverse heroes and
villains, showcasing males and females of many ethnicities and
body types who use their own knowledge and skills to complete
tasks. In addition to Carmen, there are many strong female
characters who play significant roles in solving the case. As
Carmen travels from country to country, the story shares tidbits of
important information for that area. For example, it explains that
Jakarta is known as The Big Durian, which is named after their
native fruit, similar to New York City being called The Big Apple.
While the storyline is excellent, the illustrations only use one color
tone, making them dull. However, young readers will enjoy the
novel as they learn about other cultures, and they will be inspired
by the strong characters that defeat evil.
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